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2003 BUDGET—WHAT’S AT RISK

Once again in its 2003 budget, the City of Toronto is cutting many important programs. Since amalgamation funding for important community programs and services has continually been eroded and user fees have increased.

The most significant cuts this year are to program in Parks and Recreation. Programs are being cutback( $2.06 million) and user fees increased($1.8 million). This at a time when there is a high demand for parks and recreation programs and when the City’s Children and Youth Action Committee has identified an urgent need to expand, not cut, recreation programs. 

Programs that would help reduce smog, protect the health of vulnerable seniors, maintain service levels in libraries and maintain city streets are all in danger of being cut. Programs provided by community partners for the City are slowly being starved as the City refuses to make allowances for the increase in the cost of living. 

Toronto CAN believes the City should not make cuts to the programs listed in Table A, below. As well we urge the City to find funding for the programs listed in Table B in order to maintain the quality of life of the City and its residents.

TABLE A—PROGRAM CUTS AND USER FEE INCREASES

	Eliminate proposed Parks and Recreation User Fee increases
	1.800

	Retain Parks and Recreation jobs – planned cut of 8 supervisors & 9 recreationists
	1.180

	Maintain Parks and Recreation Drop-In programs – planned cut of 5% & 23.8 FTEs
	.630

	Keep Parks and Recreation fitness programs at nine weeks

	.250

	Retain Homes for the Aged Cleaners and food service workers proposed 42.5 jobs cut 
	1.886

	Reallocate savings from York Before and After School to create needed after school programs in the community
	.100

	Retain Mobile dental program for seniors – Dept of Health
	.214

	Retain Vulnerable Adult and Frail Seniors program—Dept . of Health
	.337

	Provide Economic Factor increases in the Grants budget
	.633

	Library staffing—Fill vacancies and improve services to patrons
	.891

	Green Power purchase
	1.600

	Ravine management (increase golf fees by $4 instead of $3 for revenue of $200K)
	0

	Continue Summer road maintenance – proposed loss of 25 jobs & lots more potholes
	.900

	Re-instate 2.5 animal control officers to pick up stray cats
	.107

	TOTAL
	10.528
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TABLE B—NEEDED PROGRAMS NOT BEING EXPANDED

	Build 50  Homeless Shelter spaces to meet target of 250* new beds a year (City portion of funding
	.243

	Add 100 new preschool programs to provide programs for 10,033 children.
	.741

	Expand 58 children’s recreation programs.
	.278

	Expand 8 pre-teen recreation programs.
	.045

	Add 360 Child care spaces (equal  to the 20% city share of 1816 spaces eliminated due to provincial cutbacks)
	2.677

	Expand 41 before and after-school programs
	.423

	Provide first installment of four-year Grants program equity increase required to harmonize services across the city
	1.500

	Expand prenatal education programming to reach 1400 at risk and high risk pregnant women across the City 
	.260

	Expand Children’s Garden & Exploring Toronto to 4 recreation centres, and continue to support the existing 12 centres. 
	.015

	Expand the Leading to Reading programs in summer.
	.060

	Create 28 new Girls recreation programs.
	.252

	Support Children’s Recreational Camp programs
	.365

	Fund Pre natal physical activity & Teen parent and baby recreation programs.
	.058

	Provide continued and expansion funding for elementary school child nutrition programs.
	.179

	Increase parenting programs for 1500 parents with children aged 0-6 in at risk circumstances 
	.363

	Total 
	7.216


* 50 beds needed in addition to 196 already budgeted for this year. This would require additional funding in the capital budget of $2.5 million.


WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Contact your City Councillor and tell them these programs and services are important to you!

You can call Access Toronto at 416-338-0338 to find out how to contact your Councillor or go to www.torontocan.ca/Councillors.html
Tell your councillor:

· Recreation programs should not be cut.

· Planned increases in user fees should be rolled back.

· Services for vulnerable seniors, adolescents and children need their support.

· Environmental programs must be funded to reduce smog and improve health.

· Basic services like road repairs should not be eliminated.

Let us know what happens!

We’d like to know what your Councillor has to say about supporting these programs in our City. Please email us at torontocan@sympatico.ca or call us at 416-598-4521 ext 225.
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