Toronto CAN!

Toronto Civic Action Network

‘City Budget 2004

At the beginning of every year The City of Toronto sets its budget. This is a public
budget, it is our tax dollars at work for us. Mayor Miller has made a commitment
to open government. Residents of Toronto are being encouraged to influence the
2004 budget by expressing their opinions through a range of different channels.
What issues are important to you? Where do you want the money to be spent?
Below is an outline of issues identified by Toronto CAN as priorities for enhancing
the quality of life for Toronto residents.

The City budget includes the capital budget and the operating budget.

The capital budget pays for bricks and mortar items such as libraries, community centres, ambulances,
sewers, buses, bridges and more. Depending on how large the project is, funds may be spent in one year or
spread over several years. Council approves the capital budget on a year-by-vear basis. The operating budget
covers this year’s costs to deliver services such as producing drinking water, providing services, collecting
garbage, processing building permits, running the transit system, clearing snow, maintaining parks and more.

Where The Money Comes From ($6.4 Billion)
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Federal and Provincial Responsibilities to Toronto

Over the last decade, a combination of downloading of services to the City without adequate resources have

created a disastrous financial situation for the City. Senior levels of government need to step in to adequately

and equitably support Toronto. Key changes that need to be made to reverse this trend include:

+ Cost sharing programs with senior levels of government for transit, housing, childcare public health and
settlement need to be implemented.;

« The municipal tax increase is currently applied only to residential properties. Everyone — businesses as
well as residents — need to pay their fair share of the cost of services in our city. Bill 140 needs to be
repealed. The rate of property tax must also reflect the rate of inflation for Toronto to sustain itself.
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How Your Property Tax Dollar Will Work For You In 2003

Police $431.20

Fire
Shelter, Housing & Support
Debt Charges

$186.48
$185.77
$165.16
$154.53
$150.47

TTC

Social Services
Transportation
Parks & Recreation

$120.47

Library $82.56
Solid Waste Management $74.81 Total = $1 ,936
Public Health $47.20
Children’s Services $42.36 {Annual property tax for an
Emergency Medical Services $31.20 H
Information & Technology $26.51 average house W|th an
Finance $24.47 assessed value of $295,000}

Grants

Facilities & Real Estate
Homes for the Aged
Human Resources

Urban Development Services
Other
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Transparency in Budgeting

There may be savings to be found in the budgets of some of the Agencies, Boards and Commissions that are
not reviewed closely by the City — the budgets of the Police and Toronto Community Housing Corporation as
well as other boards and agencies, need to be opened up for review. We need a budget process for these
bodies that is more transparent, and allows for more public scrutiny and input. City Council needs to do
more than just rubberstamp these major budget components.

How you can impact the City budget:

« Attend public consultations and speak with the media

« Encourage your city councillor to hold a ward based public forum about the budget
« Make deputations at Standing Committee in February

« Share your thoughts on the City’s website

 Email, write or phone your City Councillor and the Mayor with your comments
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Racialised, Immigrant and Refugee Issues

Toronto receives approximately 40% of all newcomers to Canada each year. In addition to advocating for a greater

allocation of resources from all levels of government to best service the needs of all residents, the 2004 Toronto

municipal budget should:

« provide free access to meeting, programming and recreation space to agencies and associations servicing
newcomer, racialised and populations;

+ increase translation and multi-language services available at the City;

« allocate funds to those communities identified as among the most marginalized (Aboriginal, Black, South Asian,
East Asian) in the City commissioned 2000 Ornstein Report, as well as subsequent studies.

Housing and Homelessness

Toronto is facing a severe affordable housing, under-housing and homelessness crisis. There is no one simple

solution or quick fix. Toronto needs a comprehensive strategy that engages all levels of government, and the social

and private sectors. To address this crisis, we need EQUITABLE, AFFORDABLE housing. Affordable housing must

mean rent is no more than 30% of household income.

Two immediate priorities:

+ funding for 1,000 additional beds in municipal shelters to ease severe overcrowding and bring more people in from
the cold;

+ and 1,000 additional rent supplement units to allow homeless people living in shelters to move into permanent
housing. The full housing / homelessness blueprint is on the Toronto Disaster Relief Committee Web site at
www.tdrc.net.

« The budget of the Toronto Community Housing Corporation needs to be transparent and open for public input.
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